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Il. Timorny, 2. 25.—Jn meek- 
ness instructing those that 
themselves ; if God, peradventure, 
will give them repentance, to the ac- 
knowledging of the truth. 


Oppose 


The epistles of Paul to Timothy, 
were designed to instruct him in 
his duty, as a minister of the gos- 
pel. They are the result of long 
experience anda deep acquaintance 
with human nature. And as they 
were written under the guidance 
and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 


and made a part of the canon of 


sacred scripture, they are not 
of any private interpretation, but 
are intended for the direction and 
admonition of the 
Christ, in all ages of the Church. 

In the passage before us, the a- 
postle teaches ‘Timothy and all oth- 
er ministers, how to treat opposers. 
He knew, that mankind are natu- 
rally averse to evangelical truth 
and duty, and that they are inclin- 
ed to set themselves in opposition 
to every preacher of the gospel, 
who faithfully declares to them the 
counsel of God, and urges upon 
them the duties which they are 
bound to do; and he also knew, 
that ministers are men of like pas- 
sions, and liable to be irritated 
with the opposition of “ unreasona- 
ble and wicked men,” and instead 


ministers of 


1826. 


of that patience, forbearance and 
compassion, which they ought to 
exercise towards them, may be in- 
clined to treat them with neglect, 
or to deal harshly with them, 
and answer them according to 
their folly and malignity. Hence 
he gives the direction in the text, 
“In meekness instructing those 
that oppose themselves ; if God, 
peradventure, will give them re- 
pentance, to the acknowledging of 
the truth.” 

We are naturally led by these 
words, to consider, 

1. The character of opposers. 

Il. The proper manner of im- 
structing them. And, 

[1I. he motive for instructing 
them. We are, 

1. To consider the character of 
opposers. 

By those that oppose themselves, 
the apostle evidently means such, 
as make opposition to the truth, 
which it is the duty of the ministers 
of the gospel to preach. This is 
evident from the last clause of the 
text, “if God, peradventure, will 
give them repentance, to the ac- 
truth.” Op- 
posers will not acknowledge the 
truth: they set themselves against 
that truth which every faithful 
preacher feels constrained to ex- 


hibit. 


knowledging of the 
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It is the duty of every minister 
of the gospel, to declare all the 
counsel of God, and by manifesta- 
tion of the truth, to commend him- 
self to every man’s co 
the sight of God. “ All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrines, ¢ 
tion and reproof;” 
of the gospel must keep back noth- 
ing that is profitabl 
vealed nothing in his 
it is needless, or 
to know. “The thing 
tevealed, belong unto 
our children forever.” 
ister of Christ is bound 
the whole truth, reveal 
ered scripture, so far 
ability shall be giver 
must exhibit the whole tn 
pecting the m nde of the divine ex- 
istence—the character 
decree s of God—the 
acter and condi 
personal dignity 
work of the Lord 
the terms of the 
sonality, divinity an rk of 
Holy Spirit—the disinterest “d 
ture of true neral 
judgment—and the endless rewards 
and punishments of the future 
world. 

To the truth all 
other divine subjects, impenitent 
very 


is an 


mcrence, in 


orrec- 


and a preacher 


God has-re- 
ord, which 


us 


per- 
the 
na- 


religion—t! 


on the ec. an 1 


men are, at heart opm 
impenitent, unre man, 
evil doer; and ‘ 
hateth the light.” 
unrenewed men, 
the truth, 
their principles and practices 
their characters in an odious 
disturbs their false p 
wakens their fears of the \ 
come. 

But, though all i 
are, at 
truth; yet they do not all openly 
express and act out tueir opposi- 


becau 


men 


divine 


penitent 


heart, oppo. to 


) th evil 


ar 


me) 


Some inorant to 
nity of their he 
against the truth. This is 
of the who inhabit 
Pagan world, who have 
op hear the 


tion. are too 


manifest the en: arts 
true 
millions, the 
never | 

ortunity to gospe 
form the least acquaintance 
its doctrines and 
this 
Christian world, 


neg! ct 


precepts. 
} 

mitions 

have 


i to read and hear 1 


s also true of 
who 


or have seen and heard 


as 
ind distortie 


. } 
‘ome entirely another g 


who remain neariy or qu te as 


‘ant of the true gospel of Christ 


as the Heathens. It is easy to see 
iat all those, from whom the gos- 
| isthus hid, can neither exercise 
live enmity, nor make open op- 
truth 
kn wl dge of 


lonetr ss 1d 
doctrines ana dute 


who 
the 


sof the gospel, 
= t 


sition to the Some, 


have a partial 
are so much engrossed with world- 
ly cares and pursuits, as to feel very 
indifferent towards every thing of 
Such is their 
spiritual deadness and insensibility, 
that they ar 


a religious nature. 


con- 

to- 
mani- 
hearts to~ 


» not themselves 
hatred 


nor do th *y 


scious of either iove or 
wards the truth, 
fest the feelings of their 
wards it, in the view of others.— 
Again, there are those who have too 
little belief of the truth of the gos- 
They 
pel, hey 
: @ 1 > ! 1 } ' 

view it, as they do the the mythol- 
ogy of the poets or the legends of 
ry . ill 
Ther sti 


Aly 
ive too much 


openly to oppose it. 


romance, are others 


who h belief of th 
doctrines of the gospel, openly to 


oppose them. They are convinced, 


that its 
peculiar are divinely 
true, and that they must cordially 
einbrace 


ed. 


open opp Ss 


that the gospel is of God, 


} 
aoctrines 


them, in order to be sav- 
Hence they dare not make 
ition to the truth. 

But when the impenitent and 
unrenewed hear and read the gos- 
pe! with some attention, gain seme 
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understanding of its leading doc- 
trines, and areso far awakened and 
eonvinced, as to fear, at | that 
they the! 


ist 


may pro irue ; 


fail to make 
native enmity F 

gainst the truth. IS tone, in 
various ways ua ie 


DY 
reasoning 


done 
niin’, r by 


ne against the doctrines 


it may be done, by di- 


emmy 


and withil olding iis 


these and such hk« 
peni ent often m ke open 


ion toey mee il truth, when 
ly and fully ached by the fat! 


ful ministers We 


Ji 


of Christ. 
to consider, 
HW. They 
structing 
ac! 


roper manner of m- 


those that oppose them- 


is 


Howe ver : ble and al - 
surd their opp 


howe ver ba sc 


unre2aso! 
sition 
and 

which they 


may be, and 
malignant the 
disposition meni 
towards the truth and em thiat 
are set 


for the def they 


} 


are not to be aban 3 incor- 
rigible and hopeless. ‘Chey must 
"The truth must 
still be held up before them and in- 
culcated upon them; whether they 
will hear or whether they will for- 
bear. The preacher must not suf- 
fer himself to be induced by their 
opposition, to deviate from the word 
of the Lord, to say either more or 
less. 


them, 


atill be instrucéed. 


He must go on, instructing 
and particularly in those 
points, which they most grossly 
pervert, and most bitterly oppose. 

But, in what manner must the 
preacher gf the gospel instruct 


Or 
7 


~~ aes 


he» 


4 calm, patient, 


In m 


ifiled state of mind, 


n humilit self-a- 
to the 
God. It is a 

to 
nce 
a minister ought 


every part of his duty. 


SUDTISSION 
soverciovn 
branch of at love 


vole 


supre me 
God and disinterested ben 
to men, in whieh 
to discharge 
Meekness stands opposed to a su- 
percilious, proud, scornful temper, 
to an overw rd to one’s 
repu ! and aqignity, to 


ening reg 
* and revenge- 
race 18 pe riecte 
luet ot 
“ meek and 
who, when he was 
not and 


he con 
who was 


again, 


ffered, threatened not. 
is forcibly inculeated in 


precept of 


our Lord, “ Love 
bless them that 
» good to them that 
ou; and pray for them that 
you and persecute 
that injunction ofthe 


» not ov 


enemies 5 


} 
> you , ae 


rcome of evil, 
with ? 
he minister of the gospel should 
feel willing to suffer for 
the name of Christ. should 
be willing to plead the of 
and righteousness, through 
honor and dishonor, through evil 
report, as we ll as cood ré 
bear the 


: s 99 
cood,. — 


but overcome evil 


shame 
Ile 
cause 


truth 


port—to 
afflictions of the gospel— 
to endure all things for the elect’s 
sake, that they may obtain the sal- 
vation which is in Christ J 
with eternal glory. The servant 
of Christ should esteem it sufficient 
honor and enjoyment, to be as 
his Master. We should consider 
the native opposition of his own 
heart, to t! 


Jesus, 


pure and saving truths 
of the gospel—his present deficien- 
cy in duty, and unworthiness in 
the sight of God—and the light- 
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ness of his sufferings, compared to 
those of the innocent and conde- 
scending Savior, who ‘ suffered 
the contradiction of sinners against 
himself.’ He should pity the op- 
posers of divine truth, who often 
know not what they do ; who are 
always acting an unreasonable and 
criminal part ; and who are un- 
wisely and perversely exposing 
their own souls to destruction.— 
With this spirit and temper, every 
minister of the gospel should pro- 
ceed in explaiming, establishing 
and enforcing the truth, with the 
utmost plainness, seriousness and 
engagedness, upon the understand- 
ings, consciences and hearts of his 
hearers, even of those, who most 
angrily and violently oppose them- 


selves. He should preach under 


a solemn sense of duty, and witha 
sincere aim to profit the souls of 
his hearers. 
consider, 
lil. The motive for instructing 
opposers in the manner described. 
“ If God, peradventure, will give 


Which leads us to 


them repentance, to the acknowl- 
edging of the truth.” 

In order to perceive the nature 
and feel the force ofthis motive, it 
is necessary to consider, distinct- 
ly, the several particulars implied 
in ‘ig And, 

The opposers of the truth 
oled ines They are in an 
impenitent, unrenewe 1d state. All 
their open opposition to divine 
truth, arises from the impenitency 
and hardness of their hearts. No 
one, whose heart was penitent, 
humble and holy, ever made oppo- 
sition, understandingly, to the pe- 


culiar and fundamental truths of 


the gospel ; for they are all doc- 
trines according to godliness, and 
perfectly pleasing r to all such, as 
have ‘ received the love of the 
truth, that they may be saved.” 
Opposers, then, need repentance. 


However whole and safe they may 
think themselves; they are in the 
‘ gall of bitterness and bonds of in- 
iquity.’ The wrath of God abideth 
on them ; and except they repent, 
they will all perish. 

2. heligiaus instruction is the 
appointed means of bringing op- 
posers to repentance. It is by 
means of a clear and full exhibition 
of that precious truth, which they 
hate and reject, that conviction is 
produced in the minds of impeni- 
tent sinners. And conviction must 
always precede, though it is not al- 
ways followed by, conversion. It 
is only in view of divine truth, that 
repentance can be exercised. Re- 
pentance is a voluntary, holy ex- 
ercise ; and every such exercise 
The object, 
in view of the mind, when true re- 
pentance is exercised, is the truth 
respecting the holiness of the di- 
vine character, the goodness of the 
divine law, and the odiousness and 
guilt of one’s self, as a sinner 
transgressor and rebel. It is by 
the preaching of the truth, that the 
proper motives are set before op- 
posers, to induce them to repent 
and turn to God ; such as the hate- 
fulness and criminality of impen- 
itence, their ability to repent, the 
assurance of pardon, if they will 
repent, and of endless punishment, 
if they will not. In every view, it 
is as important to instruct the op- 
posers of divine truth, as it is, that 
they should be brought to repent- 
ance, and have their sins blotted 
out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence ol 
the Lord. 

It is possible, that when oppos- 
ers are meekly instructed, God 
may cause them to repent. They 
never will repent, without a spec- 
ial divine influence, bowing their 
wills and cleansing their hearts.— 

Lepentance is the gift of God, as 


must have an object. 
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well as the free, voluntary exer- 
cise of man. Penitent sinners are 
made willing, in the day of God’s 
power. But God is ever avle to 
give effect to the appointed means 
of repentance. He has the hearts 
of all the opposers of truth, in his 
Almighty hand, and turns them, 
as he does the rivers of w He 
has humbled mos 
stout-hearted and determined ene- 
mies of the truth; Saul of Tarsus 
for instance : and 

humble and give repentance to 
multitudes more. And no mi 


ter of the gospel knows, bu 


iter. 


some On tne 


’ 


he intends to 


those very Opposers, W hom it 

lot to bear with and instruct, | 
ever unreasonable, obstinate an 
injurious they may be, are includ- 
ed in those, on 
whom it is 
have mercy, 


darkness to 


the number oi 


God’s purpose yet to 
and to ‘turn from 
and from the 


It may 


light 
power of satan upto God.’ 
be added, 

4. That if God ever shak 


in the riches of his sover- 


be 
pleased 
eign grace, to give repentance to 
oppose ti mselves, 


he 


those who now 
they will, at once, acknowledge t 
truth. “ If God, per vidventure, will 
give them repentance, to the ac- 
knowledging of the truth.” To 
acknowledge the truth means some- 
thing more, in this connection, 
than barely to assent to it. 
an assent, or speculative belief may 
be produced by mere light in the 
understanding, while the heart re- 
mains as much opposed as ever.— 
Such an assent amounts, at most, 
to no more than conviction, which 
is not necessarily acompanied or 
followed by conversion. To ac- 
knowledge the truth, in the sense 
of the text, is to approve of it, as 
right, good, consistent,amiable and 
worthy of God. It is cordially to 
embrace the truth, or in the lan- 


” 


~ 


guage of the apostle, to believe with 
the heart. 

And as all direet opposition to 
divine truth originates in impen- 
itent, unholy, selfish feelings : it is 
evident that all to whom God shall 
true repentance, will imme- 
diately acknowledge the truth.— 
With repentance, they will receive 
the love of the truth. Instead of 
opposing, they will bear their testi- 
mony t », the beauty and excellency 
of the peculiar doctrines of the 


give 


They will prize evangel- 
truth above gold. When they 

sh truth in a 

clear, perspicuous and discriminate 
ing manner, their souls will be fed. 


1O 


exhibited, 


They will love those w 
to love the truth, and j 

teem those, who plainly and hon- 
estly preach it, for their work’s 
sake. ‘They will feel, as if they 
could not be sufficiently thankful 


. 
| 


to those, who in meekness instruct- 
ed them, while they wickedly op- 
and who were 
instruments of 
turning them from error of 
their ways to the wisdom of the 
just. What peace and comfort and 
joy and hope, they will experience ! 
How { reatly is such an event to be 
desired : How weighty the motive, 
‘in meekness to instruct those 
that themselves ; if God, 
peradventure, will them re- 
pentance, to the acknowledging of 
the truth ; they recover 
themselves out of the snare of the 
devil, who are taken captive by 
him, at his will.’ 


posed themselves, 
made the happy 


the 


oppose 


give 


and so 


REFLECTIONS. 
1. QOpposition.to doctrines 
preached, is no evidence that they 
are not true. is supposed, in the 
text, that there might be opposit- 
ion to the truth itself, when preach- 
ed, as Paul would have Timothy 
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preach it. There was great oppo- 
sition to the doctrines of the gos- 
pel, as the y were preached by 
Paul himself. And what is more, 
when Christ preached his own gos- 
pe', some thought they heard hard 
sayings, and others were filled with 
wrath. Let the simple truth be 
plainly preached, in ever so ac- 
ceptable words, and it will meet 
with opposition from men of cor- 
rupt minds, unl y are too 
stupid to attend t r so thor- 
oughly convinced, as to be afraid 
to oppose it Opposition to doc- 
irines preached is, therefore, rath- 
er a sign that th y are true, than 
proo! that they are 

It is true, tha 
false doctrines, ’ 
sition, on the part 
love the truth: a: 
trines of the gospel! 
ed in such 
fence t 
therefore 
not infallible 
true, or that t 
position, are 1 
But, on the other hand 
trines preach d 
excite no oppo 
suflicient evide: 
not the true doc 
pel, so ¢ let rly 
anderstood Rare! 


a plain in 


too fast 


feel and manif 
humbling doctr 
of the gospel of 
®. Ministers 
to be ptous, as 
they are not pious, their ow: 
are as much opposed to the 
as the hearts of their 
may, therefore, be « 
that the y will not preach e truth 


at all, or preach it in a partial, am- 


biguous and unintelligible manner, 
or relinquish it, as soon as they find 
it excites open opposition and di- 
minishes their popularity. But 
should they continue to preach un- 
palatable truth, how will they 
preach it with a proper spirit, in 
meekness instructing those that op- 
pose themselves? Learning is ne- 
cessary in a minister of the gospe |; 
but cenuine piety is ine ispensable 
3. Allthe friends of truth have 
need of meekness. It is the dut 
not of ministers only, but of 
Christians, to be teachers ot 
truth, so far as they have ability & 


opportunity No one is exe mpted 


from the duty of contending ear- 
nestly for thefaith once delivered 
to the saint Private Christians, 
} various stations and rela- 
eitin their power 
to enlighten the 1m 
i€ rroneous, and silence 
And if they faithtul- 
n their duty, they will meet 
yosition, and greatly need a 
cness in order to spe ik 
and to acorn the 


| ern » al 
d our Savior im all 


n for op- 

as for immoral 
Why ought they to be 

ith for immorality 1— 
because immorality 

nee of an tmpenitent 

tne very same reason 

ould be dealt with, 

tion to truth. The 

may, and must determine 

is truth: and they ought to 
ermine it, by the plain and in- 
ble standard of the word of God. 

s easy to ascertain what is 

true in principle, as what is right 
in practice. It is as easy to de- 
fine heresy, as immorality.— 
There are shades and degrees of 
both; and in dealing with thei 
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brethren for either, the church 
should judge charitably. But no 
reason can be assigned, why real 
opposition to truth should not be 
as severely censured, as open im- 
morality. 
junction is, “ An heretic, after the 
first and re- 
ject.” 
5. The condition of opposers, is 
The y 
void. of ho- 
liness and unfit forheaven. Their 
enmity 
against God, and exposes them to 
his wrath. Whether they 
ever have repentance 
knowledging of the truth, is 
gether if they 
ever so meekly faithfully in- 
structed, there is only a peradven- 
ture that they will ever receive 
the love of the truth and be saved : 
but if their ived 


Hence.the apostle’s in- 


, 
second admonition, 


dangerous and alarming. 


are impenitent sinners, 
to Divine truth is enmity 


will 
to the ic- 
ly 
Llto- 
uncertain. are 


and 


hearts turn 
away their ears from hearing the 


aect 


truth their case is hop less 

Let think themselves 
the friends of God, judge of their 
feelings by the truth, and not of 
the truth by their g We 
shall all be judged, at the last day, by 
the everlasting gospel It 
to examine ou 
rule, now 
then, be acquitted 
ed. 

Let saints the 
milk of the word, that they 
grow in grace, and in_ the 
edge of God And 
let them constantly pray for 
the special influences of the Holy 
Spirit to remove 
the hearts of sinners, and 
them repentance, to the acknow!l- 
edging of the truth. 

And let sinners be exhorted to re- 
ceive with meekness the engrafted 
word, which is able to 


souls. 


such as 


feelin 


is sale 
selves by the s 


by which we 


or condemn- 
destre sinceré 
may 
knowl- 


our Savior 


blindness from 


give 


save their 


divine truth, and it gives them un- 


They now know a little of 


1] 


easiness. They must soon know 
more of it, and contemplate it 
without intermission, forever. In 
eternity, they will understand and 
believe and feel the whole trath 
respecting the character, decrees 
and agency of God, the desperate 
of their own hearts, 
their criminality in rejecting the 
gospel, and the justice of God in 
their condemnation and punish- 
ment, How will they endure 
blaze of divine truth, if 
they continue to reject the counsel 


wickedness 


such a 


of God against themselves ? 


** The keen vibrations of bright truth, 


is hell.” 


From the Utica Repository. 
DI THE RI 


| Concluded ft 
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om Fel. 565. } 


1, page 


In the former part of this essay, 


it was shone thatthe duties enjoin- 


ed in the gospel are only the practi- 


cal result of the doctrines taucht 


; ' 
in the gospel ; 


and that every duty 


is so connected with some doc- 


trine, and so dependant 


that af the « 
ed untrue, 


upon it 


xctrine should be prov- 


the corresponding duty 


would cease to be a duty and be- 


come a sin i conclude with 


some 
remarks 


1. It is 


1 


Said, 


ident from what has 
that 


respecting doctrines 


ey 


been every diflerence 
must involve 
a corresponding difference re- 
diffe- 


must 


specting auties ind every 


rence respecting duties in- 
difference 
if 1 believe 
be true, and 
am consistent with myself, | must 
also believe that I am to 
perform as duties all those things 


whichare the practical results of 


volve a corresponding 


respecting coctrines 


rtain doctrine to 


a ce 


| l 
pound 


‘another deni 


that doctrine. | 
that doctrine l 
trary doctrine to 


and believes the con- 
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and is 
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consistent with himself, he will be- 
lieve he is bound to perform as du- 
ties those things which are the op- 
posites of what I regard as stich. 
So also if we set out with a differ- 
ence in our views of duty, consis- 
tency will require that we difler as 
widely in our views of the corres- 
ponding doctrines of which those 
duties are the practical results. If 
we attempt to give reasons why we 
think some things to be duties, 
rather than their opposites, we shai! 
be compelled, the one to affirm, & 
the other to de ny, such doctrines or 


first principles as are the foundation 
of those duties. Ifwe differ in our 
views of the divine character, we 
must have corresponding differea- 
ces in our views of the affections 
which we are bound to exercise 
towards God. If I believe the doc- 
trine of election and reprobation, | 
must believe it my duty to esteem 
and rejoice in an electing and rep- 
robating sovereign, and cordially 
submit myselfto his entire dispo- 
sal. If another disbelieves that 


it is his du- 


doctrine, he must believe 


! 
ty to hate and abhor such a Sover- 


eign, and refuse to submit himeelf 
to his disposal. lf j believe the 


doctrine of disinterested benevo- 


lence, I must believe it my dt t) 
exercise unlimited self-denial 
another disbelieves that doctrine, 
and believes the doctrine of selfish- 
ness, he must believe it his duty to 
be careful that he does not carry 
his selfdenial too far, and to be 
willing to give up any good of his 
own without an equivalent to him- 
self. if l beheve the doctrine of 
the Trinity, I must believe it is my 
duty to offer divine wors! ip to the 
Son and to the Holy Ghost as well 
as to the Father. If another denies 
the doctrine of the ‘Trinity, he 
must believe it would not be du- 
ty, but an act of idolatry to join in 
offering divine worship to the Son 


or tothe Holy Ghost. The same 
holds true of every doctrine and du- 
ty of religion. Every difference re- 
specting doctrines necessarily in- 
volves in it a corresponding differ- 
ence respecting duties. 

2. Itisagreat mistake to sup- 
pose that those who difler in their 
views of the doctrines of the gos- 
pel can yet be agreed in their views 
and feelings respecting its duties. 
It is impossible to be consistent 
with ourselves, and yet agree in 
our practical religion any further 
than we do im our views of the 

hristian doctrines. Our practi- 
cal religion grows out of our doc- 
trinal views, and is dependant upon 
them. If we differ in the one, we 
must differ also in the other. But 
yet, many seem to suppose that 
those who differ greatly m_ their 
doctrinal views, may, notwithstand- 
ing, be very well agreed in their 
practical religion. And since it is 
admitted that practical religion is 
the great and essential thing, it is 
thought by many that the various 
denominations of professed Chris- 
tians might very well be all united 
together into one great community. 
in consequence of this opin- 

many seem to think it their 
duty to do all they can to promote 
ha union, and felicitate them- 
upon every occurrence 

! seems to indicate the ap- 
proach of such a consummation. 
They blame those who do any 
thing tokeep up the distinctions 
which have prevailed among pro- 
fessed Christians, and think they 
are doing God service while they 
put out of the way and leave out of 
ghtevery thing in their doctrinal 
views in which other denomina- 
tions do not agree with them.— 
They seem to take it for granted, 
that all denominations ate about 
right in their views of practical 
religion, and only differ in some 
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speculative matters of no practical 
importance. And y are ri rht 
in concluding, that those thin 
which are matters of mere 

lation, and have no practical influ- 
ence, ought not to keep Christians 
apart. ‘Their 
supposing that there are any doc- 


they 
TS 


specu- 


mistake consists in 


trines taught in the gospel, which 
are matters of mere speculation, & 
have no practical importance, and 
in concluding, without 
tion, that 
about right in their views of practi- 
cal religion. I say in concluding 
this without examination ; because 
I have no doubt, that, if those 
understand & believe the doctrines 
l acknowledge the 


duties which are their practical re- 


examina- 
all denominations are 


who 
of the gospel, a 


sults, would carefully examine into 
the views which are ent 
practical religion by those who de- 

t find 
their practical views to differ as 
widely fromthe truth as do their 
doctrinal views. There is not, in- 
deed, much disposition to inquire 
carefully into these things. Where 
similar language is used, it is con- 
cluded that similar views are enter- 
tained. And there are many re- 
ligious words and phrases in use a- 
mong all denominations, which the 
inattentive observer, when he hears 


ny those doctrines, they woul 


used, is ready to understand ac- 
cording to his own use of them, 
and hence to conclude that those 
who use them think as he does up- 
on points. And perhaps 
such terms are sometimes used 
with a design that they should 
understood by each one according 
to his own views. But let any one 
ask those who use such terms what 
they mean by them, and if they are 
willing to tell, he will discover dif- 
ferences of essential and vital im- 
portance, even where he imagines 
there are none. Let a consistent 
and thorough Calvinist ask an An- 


those 


be 


rtained of 
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tinomian, an Arminian, a Socinian, 
and a Universalist, what they mean 
when they speak of that being born 
again without which it is impossi- 
ble to see the kingdom of God ;— 
and let him pursue his inquiries 
till he fully understands what ideas 
each of them comprehends in the 
term, and he will find that they all 
differ trom each other in their 
views of the new birth, and every 
one of them differs more widely 
from him than any ofthem do from 
each other. And he will also find 
that their views of christian expe- 
rience are inexact accordance with 
their views of. christian 
And let him make the same inqui« 
ries respecting every part of prac- 
tical religion, and if he make 
them faithfully, and is answered 
and intelligibly by those 


doctrine. 


honestly 


of whom he makes them, he will 


undoubtedly find that there is, in 
reality, no greater agreement, a- 
mong those who assume the christ- 
ian name, in their views of practi- 
cal religion, than there is is their 
views of christian doctrine. 

3. As itisa great mistake to sup- 
pose that those who differ in the 
views of the doctrines of the gos- 
pel can yet be agreed in their views 
and feelings respecting its ,duties, 
mistake which leads to 
dangerous and fatal consequences. 
It leads us to entertain and express 
a favorable opinion of the piety of 
those whom the bible condemns. 
It leads us to express a confidence 
in the piety of those who knowing- 
ly and cordially reject the doc- 
trines of the gospel, when the bible 
speaks of such a rejection of the 


so itisa 


Chistian doctrines as a decisive ev- 
idence of enmity to God and to the 
By this we con- 
demn the inspired writers for ex- 
pressing such abhorrence as they 
do of error; we encourage those 
who embrace it to trust in a lie, te 


gospel of his Son. 
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their own destruction ; we 
age others to listen to their deceit- 
ful and alluring wor 
nal ruin, and we throw 
weight of our influence more or 
directly into the se 
tothe truth. For, 

that Arminians \ 

and other advocates of erron 
doctrines are about right in 
views and feelin 
tical religion, and dee 
ty to countenance and encou 
them, and feel bound 

and express a fi 

their piety, and think they a 
ing God service by end: 
most 


encour- 


s to their eter- 


the wl 


respecting 
nit their du- 
LO ent 


taints Del : 
ivoravie ONILUIO! 


promote the intimate 
of all such in the 
community, must nece 
their own feelings 

very much affected b 
Though they may 

imagine that they tl 

lieve and love the doctrines 


lon s 


same 


gospel, they cannot practice 
upon their kind and liberal view 
towards the advocats 
out losing their attachme 

truth. And they will soo: 
that if they continue to believe 1 
truth at all, they will believe it 
though they believed it not. ‘T 
will not so b lieve it 

any practical influ 

and therefore it will 

them as ifthey did not believe 
And ifthe advocates of error | 
discernment enough to 


the necessary consequen 


sof error with- 


course, and art enough to encour- 


age it by meeting these 
with an appare nt acquic 
these liberal views, and tne 

of a cordial reciprocation of i! 


these liberal prof rs of the « 
gelical doctrin 
to sucl 


ponding aim 


attachment 
error, and a corre 
tion of their attac 
ilriends of the t 
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their amalgamating 
And the consequence 


that 


in with 


schemes. 


will 


soon be. they will feel 


ites 


more fellowship for such advoc: 
ti 


than will for such 
friends of truth, and speak 
ki d respectfully of 

ten 


their c 


ey 


of error 
more 
them, 


1 their influ- 
1use.— 
and charity, and 
rrmings wore 


error have 


and as Vv 
professed fri 
be running int 


disastrous col 


appre | en led. 
} 
1. If the dutie 
e only the practical 
ines of the FOS} 
irom us in th 
‘-hthey embra 
from us in the whole of their 
ion. Our practical reli 
result of the d 
lieve, and thetr practical religion is 
! which 


ion ist 


octrines which we be- 


sult of the doctrines 
if we believe Li 
f doctrines taught in the 
bible, and they believe an opposite 
system 0 doctrines, our practical 
religion is the religion of the bi 
but their practical religion iss 


yme- 


thing of a different and oppo 
Their love to God is of 


from 


character. 
ours, and 
for a different reason. What we 
love to God, they deny 
‘t; and what they call true 
» to God, and reject 
as the true worship of God 


in the expression of 


a different nature 
call true 
we deny 


| right 
affections towards God in the 


lan- 
cc 1 
* oi. prayer and 


praise, their 
ship of God is essentially difte- 
irs. What we call true 

they reject as false wor- 
and what they call true wor- 
false worship. 


rom ¢ 


reject as 
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fheir repentance for sin is ofa dil 
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true repentance, they consicer false 
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* we con 
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sider it as one of the strongest in- 
dications of the ultimate triumph 
of error and false religion which 
this gloomy period exhibits. 

5. Ifthe duties of the gospel 
are only the practical results of the 
doctrines of the gospel, then it is 
essential to the ptesperity of the 


cause of religion that the doc- 
trines of the gospel should be care- 
fully studied by the people, and 
be faithfully incuicated from the 
pulpit and the press. There is, 
in leed, much that is called experi- 
mental and practical religion, 
which has no connection with the 
doctrines of the gospel, and flour- 
ishes most where those doctrines are 
most concealed ; but it is the prac- 
tical result of other doctrines than 
the doctrines of the gospel, and 
owes its existence and progress to 
the open exhibition or the secret 
belief of those other doctrines.— 
All that experimental and _practi- 
cal religion, however, which is not 
the result of the doctrines of the 
gospel, is not the religion of the 
gospel. It is a religion of anoth 

kind than that which the bible 
teaches. It is a dangerous and 
fatal delusion. It deceives the 
soul with a fair appearance and 
leads those who trust in it to de- 
struction and perdition. If true 
practical religion is to be kept 
alive and made to flourish,: those 
doctrines of the gospel of which it 
is the result must be kept before 
the mind, by a continued and 
faithful exhibition of them from 
the pulpit, and by a lucid state- 
ment and able defence of them 
from the press. Let it not be im- 
azined that any people are so well 
acquainted with them that there is 
no need of this. ‘Those ministers 
who take pains to ascertain how 
much their people know of the 
doctrines of the gospel, will find 


great room for improvement, even 
in the best informed churches and 
congregations. And if they were 
ever so well acquainted with the 
doctrines of the gospe land could 
not increase that knowledge, the 
continued exhibition of those doc- 
trines would still be necessary, 
both to promote the advanceme nt 
of christians in practical religion 

that they might be more and more 
“sanctified through the ’ 
and to promote the conviction and 
conversion of sinners, that they 
might be “ rotten by the word 
of*truth, an rify their souls in 
obeying the tru ’ Ifthe duti 

of the gospel are the practical re- 
sult of its doctrines, and are en- 
forced by those doctrines, then 
when practical duties are stated 
and urged, they must be enforced 
by the doctrines of the gospel, by 
those great truths which furnish 
the most powerful motives to the 
discharge of every christian duty 

The duties of religion are not dis- 
charged with sufficient constancy 
and faithfulness, even where the 
most powerful motives are present- 
ed ; much less, where they are 
urged and enforced by motives of 
less weight. As well might a 
watch be expected to be regular 
in its movements when deprived of 
the main spring, as a christian to 
be regular in the discharge of the 
duties of the gospel when they are 
not inforced by its doctrines.— 
There is also, in human nature, a 
strong tendency to lose sight of 
the great doctrines of the gospel ; 
and when any have been brought 
forward to a certain degree of 
knowledge in them, if no means 
are used to keep up that knowl- 
edge, it will enevitably decline.— 
It isso in other kinds of knowl- 
edge, in which the heart has no 
concern ; and much more in this, 
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in which the heart has so much to 
do. Christian affections ex- 
cited by presenting the proper ob- 
jects of those affections 


are 


those ob} cts are not presented, it 
is in vain to call Christians 
to put forth right aflections. We 
may complain of them, and blame 
them, for being cold, and stupid, 
and unfeeling ; but will not 
make have right feelings, 
unless the proper objects of feel- 
ings are presented. ‘The 
of the gospel present 
objects of feeling ; and an 
bition of them is indi 
keep Christians from backsliding. 
And if the doctrines of t } 
are not continually pr 


upon 
i 


this 
them 


doctrines 
the proper 
ec <hi- 


pe nsa le to 


le gospe 
nted an 
urged upon the attention of those 
who are not their de- 
cided opposition of heart to the 
truth, and their native 


ror, will soon lead 


Christians, 


lov Oo er- 


them to disl 


e- 
heve those doctrines, ind embrace 
the contrary errors. These things 
have often been verified 

Church 
well 
doctrines of the gospe 
very short time after those doctrines 


rience, that have 


been acquainted with 


have, in a 
have been suppressed, sunk down 
into a state olf indiilerence towards 
them, and then 
them, and the of them 
and whole ¢ mgregations that 
once willing to bear the gre 
of 
preached, and verily believed them 
the 


the de- 


inte Opposition to 
rejection 
were 
trines the 


crospel taitni 
i 


to be true, have gone over to 


side of error, and are now 
cided opposers of those doctrines. 
And their practical religion, as we 
have seen, is the 
same with the doctrines 
they embrace. If they have ever 
so much of what they call practi- 
eal religion, it being the result ofa 
false system of doctrines, is not the 
true practical religion which the 


5 


necessarily ot 
nature 


; and if 
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gospel inculeates, but something 
totally different in its nature. 

6. If the duties of the gospel are 
only the practical result of the 
doctrines of the gospel, then in- 


difference to any doctrine, or op- 


position to it, is as decisive 
bad state of heart, as 
indifference or opposition to the 
corresponding duty. All consider 
indifference to any duty eajoined 
in the gospel, and especially, oppo- 


evi- 


dence ofa 


sition to that duty, as evidence ofa 
bad state of heart When God 
commands, and we are unwilling 
to obey, no one doubts that we are 
criminal. But when any doctrine 
is exhibited, indiffe- 


and some 


many think 
rence to it is excusable, 
that even opposition 
tue Some, 


to it 18 a Vir- 
indeed, pretend that 
they love the doctrine, while they 
are opposed to its being exhibited. 
For if 
how can 
they but love to think of it, and to 
converse upon it, and to hear it 
from others? But all such oppo- 
sition to the doctrines of the gospel, 


and all indifference 


But this seems impossible. 


tney love the doctrine, 


to them, is just 
as criminalas opposition or indif- 
ference to the corresponding du- 
ties. It iseven more criminal, be- 
cause it is more mischievous in its 
Op- 
position to a particular duty, may 
be considered as having reference 
mdividual but 

position to the doctrine of which 
that duty is the practical result, 
strikes at the foundation of that 
whole class of duties, and extends 
to every case. If it is criminal to 
poison a stream, from which one 
may drink and die, it is much more 
criminal to poison the fountain, 
from which thousands draw their 
When, therefore, we 
hear any man avow his opposition 
to any doctrine of the gospel, we 


tendency and consequences. 


mly to an case ; 


pplies. 
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may justly consider him as not on- 
ly avowing his opposition to the 
corresponding duty in his own 
particular case, but as avowing his 
opposition to that class of duties, in 
every possible case. He would not 
only free himself from the discharge 
of a duty to which he feels a re- 
luctance, but he would destroy the 
obligation of all others to perform 
it also. And hence, opposition to 
the doctrines of the gospel, calls 
more imperiously upon a church 
for the exercise of discipline to- 
wards one who makes it, than a ne- 
glect of the corresponding duty in 
his own particular case possibly 
could do. It is generally admitted 
to be the duty of a church to dis- 
cipline a member who neglects 
the discharge of any of the great 
duties of the gospel, and justifies 
himself in it; but it is not so gen- 
erally admitted to be their duty to 
discipline a member who opposes 
the corresponding doctrines. The 
man who obstructs the stream must 
be taken care of,while the man who 
destroys the fountain must be 
fered to go-on in his work ! 
7. If the duties of the gospel are 
only the practical result of the doc- 
trines of the gospel, then opposition 
to the doctrines of the gospel is ea- 
sy to be accounted for. The doc- 


suf- 


trines of the gospel are so plain, 


so reasonable, and clearly 
taught in the scriptures, that it has 
often been matter of wonder that 
itshould be so difficult to make 
people see and believe them. This 
subject discloses the secret of all 
the difficulties, and all the object- 
ions, and all the opposition which 
those doctrines have to encounter. 
It all proceeds from the heart.— 
Men are not willing to perform the 
duties of the gospel. And when 
they see that the duties which 
they are unwilling to perform grow 
eut of certain doctrines and are 


80 
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enforced by those doctrines, their 
opposition is strongly excited to- 
wards those doctrines. ‘They are 
full of complaints against those 
doctrines, as perplexing, difficult to 
be understood, and quite unneces- 
sary to be known or believed in or- 
der to please God. If it were true, 
as is often reproachfully asserted 
of the doctrines of the gospel, that 
they are matters of mere specula- 
tion, and of no practical tendency, 
men would have no motive to op- 
pose them, any more than they 
have to oppose the philosophical 
doctrines that the planets are in- 
habited, or that the earth is hollow. 
But since the doctrines of the gos- 
pel have a practical tendency, and 
are the foundation of certain duties 
which men are unwilling to per- 
form, and they see no way to free 
themselves from the obligation to 
perform those duties, but by de 

stroying the doctrines of which 
those duties are the practical re- 
sults, their enmity is excited a- 
gainst those doctrines, and their ef- 
forts are directed to their destruct 

ion. If any really believed that 
the doctrines of the gospel were as 
void of any practical influence, as 
those doctrine s of philosophy which 
have been mentioned, they would 
feel the same indifference towards 
them, and be as willing that others 
should believe them. So that every 
degree of opposition that is mani- 
fested towards any of the doctrines 
of the gospel is acknowledgment 
that those doctrines are of practical 
importance, and do enforce duties- 
which are repugnant to the feelings 
of those who make that opposition 

It is plain, in the light of this sub- 
ject, that all opposition to the doc- 
trines of the gospel proceeds from 
unwillingness to perform the cor- 
responding duties of the gospel, 
and that when men become willing 
to perform any duty, they no long- 
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er feel any opposition to the doc- 
trine of which that duty the 
practical result. And it is entire- 
ly in character for backsliders, self 
deceivers, and hypocrites, to join 
with the openly irreligious in op- 
posing those doctrines of the gospel 
which enforce duties they have no 
inclination to perform. It appears 
also, that when we see those who 
profess religion beginning to mani- 
fest an opposition to any of the 
doctrines ofthe gospel, we ought 
to expect that they will soon mani- 
the 
corresponding duties of the gospel, 


Is 


fest the same opposition to 
and proceed on to open immorali- 
ties. Lax views of doctrine and 
lax views of duty have long been 
found and it is per- 
fectly natural that they should be 
inseparable companions. 


together, 


2. ‘This subject shows the de- 
lusion of those who trust in their 
practical religion without loving 


the doctrines of the gospel, and of 


those who trust in their intellectual 
knowledge of tlie doctrines of the 
gospel without performing its cor- 
responding duties. ‘That 
al religion which does not grow out 
ofthe doctrines of the gospel does 


practic- 


grow out of other doctrines of an 
opposite character, and is a differ- 
ent religion 
the gospel. Those who cordially 
reject the doctrines of the gospel, 
thereby give as decisive evidence 
of being enemies to God and his 
gospel, as it is possible for any to 
give. For, it is written, “‘ He that 
is of God heareth God’s words, ye 
therefore hear them not because ye 
are not of God.” And it is also 
written, ““ Whosoever transgresseth 


and abideth not inthe doctrine of 


Christ, hath not God. He that a- 
bideth in the doctrine of Christ, he 
hath both the Father and the Son.”’ 
And it is equally true, that those 
who trust in their intellectual 


from the religion of 
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knowledge and belief of the doc- 
trines of the gospel, without perfor- 
ming its corresponding duties, 
thereby give as decisive evidence 
of being enemies to God and his 
gospel as it is possible for any to 
give. Tor, it is written, “ He that 
saith, I know him, and keepeth not 
his commandments, is a liar, andthe 
truth is not in him.” 
Discipuuus. 
cutis 
For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 

ESSAYS UPON HOPKINSIANISM. 

[Continued from Vol. 1, page 478.] 
NO. XI. 

Section, 1. The extent to which 
the Hopkinsian system has been 
rece ive d. 

Those, who believe this system 
to be scriptural and true, cannot be 
consistent with themselves, with- 
out maintaining, that it has, in all 
ages, been received as extensively 
as revealed religion. True relig- 


ion consists in a belief and leve of 


revealed truth, with a correspond- 
ing practice. The superstitious 
maxim, that ignorance the 
mother of devotion,”’ not more 
absurd, than the liberal sentiment, 
that it is of little consequence what 
one believes, if he hasa good heart, 
and leads a holy life. Who have 
such a heart and lead such a life, 
except those who know and re- 
ceive the doctrines taught in the 
sacred scriptures? It is “through 
the truth’ that the Holy Spirif 
sactifies men ; and it is by ‘ obey- 
ing the truth’ that men ‘ purify 
their There are many 
worse, but few are better than their 
creed. Those who hate the light, 
are “evil doers;” and _ those, 
‘who reject the counsel of God 
against themselves,’ are his ene- 
mies, who ‘ make Him a liar.’ 

If, then, the Hopkinsian system 
be érue, it is the very system taught 


is 


is 


souls.’ 
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inthe Bible; the same, in 
stance, with that which the patri- 
archs and prophets embraced ; & 
the same which was taught by the 
apostles and believed by the primi- 
tive Christians. 

That this was the system receiv- 


sub- 


he nN il- 


ed by the reformers, has 
ted and 


demonstration. 


ready sugges is capable of 


(See Vol. 1, page 
258.) All the leading doctrines 
of the Hopkinsian system, are 
found in the writings of Luther & 
Calvin. Hopkinsianism is_ but 


another name for 
tent Calvinism. 
termed Hopkinsian 
trines of go 


renuine, 
— 
Ihe 


are 


consis- 
doct ines 
the dac- 
£ and the doctrines 
of the These w 
the the Puritans in 
England, and of their brethren and 
descendants in America 
But the particular o 
at this 


“ace 





reformation. 


doctrines of 


tin view, 


time, is to shew 


how exten- 
sively Hopkinsianism has been re- 
ceived, in this country. since its 
doctrines were revived and elu- 
cidated by Dr. Hopkins and 
others. 

President Edwards id Dr 
Bellamy began the work of pureing 
Calvinism from the Arminian and 
Antinomian errors, with which 1 
had, in a course of years, | Lime 
mtermixed and debased Their 


writings 
read, and open 
to discern the corrupti 


were prt 
ithe eves ol 


many 


mm, which had 


been gradually introduced into the 
orthodox creed, and to perceive 


more clearly the truth 


the law and 
the character and duty of men, the 
requirements of the gospel, and the 
nature of true In the 
great revival of religion, of which 
Edwards and Bellamy 
distinguished very 
many of the converts embraced the 
leading doctrines of what has since 


respecting 


government of God, 


religion. 


were such 


instruments, 
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been called the Hoepkinsian sys- 
tem. 

Dr. Hopkins made great advan- 
ces upon inl @X- 


his lecessors, 


plaining and confirming the pure 


pre 


doctrines of revelation especially in 


regard to the purposes and provi- 
dence of God, human depravity, 
the doines of the unrecenerate, the 
requirements of the gospel, and 
the nature of holiness. And 


thouch his writings met with much 


opposition from various quarters, 
and especially from numbers, who 
loved to be called Calvinists, but 
who had depart d from: t} seniti- 
ments of the Genevan reformer, & 
run eith into Arminiants on 
t} on nand, o7 Antinomianism 
on the other \ ‘ rand ra- 
tional were | illustrations, and 
» seriptur 4 forcible thus rea- 
that very many of the more 

inate rent and pious among the 
ort ve ‘ T ‘ . views.— 
This is evident from the long and 
re i list of subseribe rs to his 
\ m civ ity is well as from 
t} et, that in the vear 1706, 
" ihe wrote the “Sketches of his 
tit more than one hundred minis- 
te besides a multitude of privat 
Cc stians, embraced his senti- 
men Three years after this, in 
1709, the Massachusetts Missiona- 
ry Socicty was instituted at Bos- 
ton, nearly ill th members of 
which, were professedly Hopkin- 


< 


Since that period, while a num- 
ber of those who have received the 
lopkinsian system, has diminish- 
ed, in some places, it has great! 
increased, in in New- 
ingland, at the present time, not- 
the of 


Socinianism, or Arianism, in some 


others. 


withstanding prevalence 


sections, and ofa liberalorthodoxy, 
verging towards Socinianism, m 
others ; there is still thought to be 
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quite as many, who receive and 
advocate Hopkinsian sentiments, 
In some 
of the States west of New-England, 
there have within a few years, been 
great ac of 


consistent Calvinists. Hopkinsian 


as at any former period. 


cessions to the ranks 


extensively 


sentiments are preva- 
lent in the state of New-York. It 
is said, that many of the students 
of the theological seminary, at 
Auburn, are strict Calvinists ; and 
that one half of the students of 
the theological seminary, at Prince- 
ton, call themselves Hopkinsians 


A large proportion, some think 
almost half of the Presbyterian 
ministers ium the United States, 
adopt the leading sentiments of 


the Hopkinsian system 
Section, 2. By whom, 
th: Hoplein ian system has been 
defended, and opposed 
It ig natural to su that 
this, like every other religious sys- 


an l how 


moose 


tem, has found its defenders among 


those, who have believed and em- 
braced it But, the number of 
those, who have appeared openly 


in defence of Hopkinsian doctrines, 
is far from being equal to the num- 
been cone- 
Th ™“ dow = 
anc 
and altogether of a holy tenden 


ber of those, who have 
vinced of their truth 

trines, being scriptural true, 
ol 
‘corrupt minds and destitute of the 
truth’ as all men 
Hence they 


are, of course, offensive to men 
are by nature.— 
are unpopular, and 
often expose such as avow them 
to no small share of oblequy and 
reproach. ‘This, it is believed, has 
deterred many, who have been fully 
convinced of the truth of the Hop- 
kinsian system, from 
openly and boldly in 
They perceive the reasonableness 


coming out 


its defence. 


and consistency of Hopkinsian 
doctrines, and their accordance 


with the language of sacred scrip- 
ture, but have the r 


solution 


not 


to appear as their advocates, in the 


face of so many men, reputed 


great, learned and devout, who ex- 


plode them, as absurd, and de- 
nounce them, as licentious. They 
are in the condition of certain 
rulers, in the days of our Saviour, 


mentioned im John, xii, 42 


Among the 
many believed on him: 


13... 


chief rulers also, 
but because 
of the Pharisees, they did not con- 


fess him, lest they should be put 


out of the synagogue: For they 
loved the praise of men, more than 
the praise of God.” There are 
many men of talents and learning, 
who read and approve the works 
of Hopkins and other eminent 
writers of the same sentiments ; 


but who are unwilling to be known 


as their admirers, and still more so 


to assume the pen im their defence. 


There are some mimisters, who are 


rratified with a clear and full exhi- 


‘ 1 . 1 *tr 1 
tion of Hopkinsian doctrine 


1 the pulpit, who yet never dare 


to atiempt such an exhibition them- 


selves. there isno small degree 


of self-denial requisite, to teach and 
defend a system, which many 
‘great, and noble,and mighty’ con- 
demn, because it condemns them, 
and which is wounding tothe pride 


und selfishness of every unholy 


bit I 


But still, the number of those, 


who earnestly contend for this sys- 
tem which hey believe to be the 
faith once delivered to the .saints, 
is not small, or inconsiderable.— 
‘Their mode of detence has been 


chiefly that, which wasused by the 
chief apostle of the Gentiles, in the 
synagogues of the Jews, m defend- 
ing the eighteen 
centuries ago, viz. ‘reasoning out 
of the seriptures.” This mode. of 
defence has been limited, in a great 
measure, to sermons from the pul- 
pit, and conversation in private cir- 

Little, comparatyely, and 


same doctrines, 
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much less than might and ought to 
have been done, has been attempt- 
ed by means of that powerful en- 
gine, the press. Sermons, and a 
few small treatises, have occasion- 
ally, been published; but only a sin- 
gle system of divinity, of any mag- 
nitude, has, to our knowledge, been 
produced in this country, by a Hop- 
kinsian. Rarely has a tract, calcu- 
lated to illustrate and enforce the 
distinguishing truths of the Hop- 
kinsian system, been put in circu- 
lation. But few periodical works 
and those of short continuance, 
have been supported, by the advo- 
eates of Hopkinsianism. ‘Thus 
while the mode of defending and 
propagating this system has been 
unexceptionable ; the zeal and in- 
dustry of its friends have not bee: 
commensurate either with their 
ability, or with the importance of 
the cause. 

But, on the other hand, the eppo- 
sition to Hopkinsian sentiments 
has been made by greater numbers, 
carried on in more various ways 
and pushed with greater activity 
and ardour. Wherever these sen- 
timents have been advanced, either 
from the pulpit, or the press, they 
have met with 
tion from all classes of men, except 
those who have either cordially em- 
braced them, or become rationally 
convinced of their truth. Thy 
are the only sentiments, that 
ceive no toleration from any quar- 
ter. Other sentiments are olten 
treated with forbearance, if not 
with indifference by such as disbe- 
lievé,and discard them; while all 
wh® disbelieve the doctrines of the 
Hopkinsian system, join in 
opposition to them. ‘I‘his mark, 
set*upon Hopkinsianism is pre- 
sumptive evidence of its truth ; for 
such was the reception given to the 
system of doctrine taught by the an- 
cient prophets, by the Author. and 


more or less opposi- 


<e 


ope n 
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Finisher of our Faith, and by his 
holy apostles. ‘That this system is 
scriptural and true, is the very rea- 
why it receives no quarters 
from any, who do not receive it; 
for a system that is true, must, of 
course, tend to subvert all the sys- 
temsof error invented by men, as 
well as to condemn the practices 
resulting from them,and to destroy 
the hopes grounded upon them.— 
But erroneous systems, 
there is often no material difference 
asto sentiment, and no difference at 
all as to their practical tendency. 
And hence it is, that Antinomians 
can very well bear with Arminians; 
Arminians with Unitarians, and 
Unitarians with Universalists ; and 
that they are all averse to 
othe I, 
or ev Deists and Atheists.— 
They may wellsay to Hopkinsians 
‘ Ye have taken aw ay our gods, and 
what have we left?’ If Hopkinsian- 
ism be true, it follows, that all oth- 
er schemes of doctrines are false : 
and as this system inculeates dis- 
interested benevolence.it condemns 
all other systems, which are recon- 
cilable with 
gross or refined. 

Itis rare, that the opposers of 
Hopkinsianism, presume to meet 
its defenders in the open field of 
argument, for here they are sure to 
be defeated, unless the defence hap- 
pens to fall into the hands of such 
as are either unskilful, or afraid 
consistent with themselves. 

A very common, and very suc- 
cessful mode of opposition, is to 
inisrepresent the doctrines of the 
system. ‘The misrepresentations, 
resorted to, are various, and often 
inconsistent witheach other. At 
one time, these doctrines are rep- 
resented, as leaving men nothing 
and another time, as requir- 
ing them to do more than they 
cau or ought. Sometimes they are 


son 


between 


more 


Hopkinsians, than to each 


‘mn to 


whether 


selfishness, 


to be 


to do; 





Melchisedec: 


represented as taking all blame 
from men; and at other times, as 
making them to blame both for 
what they have a right to do, and 
what they cannot help. At 
time, we havethese doctrines rep- 
resented as mere abstruse metaphy - 
sical speculations ; and at another 
time as having a grossly immoral 
practical tendency 

Another mode of opposing the 
Hopkinsian system, is, to exclude 
or silence those, who teach and ad- 
vocate it. Various 
andmuch pains taken, to keep, or 


arts are used 
put, from the pulpits, such minis- 
ters, as believe and preacA this sys- 
tem, to exclude them from conspic- 
uous and influential 
to keep them silent on public and 
important occasions. 
Another method of 
Hopkinsianism, is, the 


stations, and 


opposing 
extensive 


ier lar- 


distribution of books, whet! 
ger or smaller, periodical or 
sional, which if they do not direct- 
ly attack Hopkinsian sentiments, 


occa- 


leave them out and thus, indirectly 
prepossess the mindsof their readers 
with the idea, that such sentiments 
are needless and extravagant, and 
that we may believe 
ligion enough without them. 

But the most common and most 
successful method of opposing the 
Hopkinsian system, is, to blacken 
the character and sink the reputa- 
tion of its advocates. This isdone 
in various ways; no matter how 
inconsistent with each other, or ab- 
surd m_ themselves. 
they are represented as weak and 
superstitious ; at other times they 
are represented as presumptuously 
metaphysical and abstruse. Their 
regard to truth, is termed bigotry ; 
their unwillingness to relinquish 
their creed, is termed obstinacy ; 
and their rejection of error, is pro- 
nounced uncharitableness. Their 
imperfections are magnified to 


and have re- 


Sometimes 


crimes, and their virtues depreciat- 
ed to mere pretence and show.— 
‘The slanders of their enemies are 
circulated as biographical truths.— 
If the oppesers of the system, suc- 
ceed in destroying the character 
of its advocates, they gain their ob- 
ject, which is, to excite such an 
odium against them, as to prevent 
their being heard; which is a 
much easier way to prevent the re- 
ception of their sentiments, than 
to attempt to answer their argu- 
‘This is an ancient, as well 
asa common and successful mode 
rid of the truth. The 
vilified and driven 
disturbers of Israel. The 
apostles were slande rously report- 
ed, and made ‘the filth of the earth 
and off-scouring of all things.’— 
And even the ‘ Teacher sent from 
heaven,’ was represented as ‘a 
friend of publicans and sinners,’ 
was charged with blasphemy, 
was convicted on the testimony of 
two false witnesses, and was finally 
crucified between two thieves. 
A Hopxinstan. 


ments. 


ol gcettme 
propi ets were 


out, as 


For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 
MELCHISEDEC, 


Mr. Eprron—In the number of your 
Magazine for August, 1824, page 190, 
the following question is asked by Ne- 
pios, Who was Melchisedec ? and inthe 
number for February 1825, page 324, 
an extract from the Theological Maga- 
zine is inserted for an answer. This 
extract does by po means appear ‘te 
answer the question. | have, therefore, 
sent you a few observations, which 1 
should be pleased to have you publish. 

1. We must bear in mied, that Mel- 
chisedec is a finite being; and when 
Christ is compared to him, there can te 
only such a reremblance, as may exist 
between an infinite and finite being. 

We have no evidence from scrip- 
ture, that he was called Noah, or by 
any other name, than Melchisedec.— 
Hence we must consider him a person 
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by himself, distinct from all other per- 
sons mentioned in the bible He met 
Abraham on his return from the slaugh- 
ter of the kings. ‘The account given of 
him is as follows: ‘** And Melchisedec 
king of Salem brought forth bread and 
wine ; and he was the priest of the 
most high God. And he blessed him, 
and said, Blessed be Abraham of the 
most hich God, possessor of heaven & 
earth ; and blessed be the most high 
God, which hath delivered thine ene- 
mies into thy hand. And he gave him 
tithes of all.’ This was all that Mo- 
ses was inspired to write about him. 

3. From this account of Melchisedec, 
we have no evidence, that he inherited 
the priesthood from either father or 
mother. But he appears to have been 
constituted a priest by God. And itis 
certain, that the priesthood did not 
descend in his line; for it descended 
in the line of Abraham. Hence, as a 
priest, he stands alone. Heis therefore 
as ove, ‘ Withont father, without 
mother, without descent,’ and as one 
that *‘ abideth a priest continually.” 
Hence, 

4. Melchisedec is an eminent type of 
Christ. Im the 110th Psalm, it is said, 
** The Lord hath sworn and will not 
repent. Thou art a priest forever alier 
the order of Melchisedec."’ The apostle 
Paul, in his epistle to the Hebrews, 
shows that Christ was the persou allud- 
ed to in this passage, who was to be a 
priest forever, after the order of Mel- 
chisedec. The descendants of Levi 
inherited the priesthood. But Christ 
did not descend from the tribe of Levi, 
but from the tribe of Juda, ** of which 
(ribe,”? says Paul, ‘Moses spake 
nothing concerning the priesthood.”’— 
Hence Christ did not inherit bis 
priesthood, any more than Mel- 
chisedec did ; nor did any one inherit 
the priesthood from Christ. Hence 
there is no priesthood of a finite person, 
dhat so completely represents the 
eternal priesthood of Christ, as the 
priesthood of Melchisedec. They both 
stand alone; both were constituted 
priests by God, ELADSIT. 


Erratum.—Volume “1. p. 557, first 
column, |. 16. for afflictions pain read 
affections pass. 


POETRY. 
For the Hopkiasian Magazine. 
THE SLANDERER, 

Almighty God! how false and foul 

is man ! . 

How full of scandal, mischief and de- 
ceit ! 

How he presumes thy holy name to 
scan, 

With solemn speech; but loves. the 
swearers seat! 

‘With vile abase he treats his brother’s 
name ; 

He sits, and slanders his own mother’s 
son ;’ 

He strives to blast the meek with end- 
less shame ; 

Hie deals in lies, in fraud his foot-steps 
run, 

Still he pretends to /oil, and weep, and 
pray, 

For (ruth, and peace, with heavenly 
holy zeal ; 

To seek the cause of Christ, and love 
the way 

That leads from strife, and shows the 
balm to heal. 

Do tears his cheeks bedew ? those tears 
are base ; 

Or heaves his breast a sigh ; 
for hate ; 

Could Satan weep, such tears would 
deck his face ; 

Thus -atan sigh’d, when plung’d from 
heavenly state, 

Down to the regions of malign de- 
sp air. 

When God Almighty hurl’d him from 
his throne, 

To hell’s dire gulph, to dwell for ever 
there ; 

For ever, ever, ever, there to groan. 

O wicked man! when will thy slan- 
ders cease ; 

How long thy brother still wilt thou 
devour ; 

How Jong wilt thou destroy the boon 
of peace, 

Like Satan, when he entered Eden's 
bower ; 

Thus saith the Lord, ** Thy ways 
will reprove ; 

Thy sins, in order, set before thine 
eyes, 

My grace tor ever frem thy soul re- 
move ; 

And no deliverer, then shall dare te 
rise.” D. 
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